
Appendix B

Councillor Sandra Dunn – Opposition Speech on Council Budget

Mister Deputy Mayor – I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

Leader for prior sight of his Budget speech as this allows me to make 

more relevant comments.  

Firstly, I would like to thank the Council Officers for their hard work over 

the last fiscal year and we are in full agreement that the negotiated 

agreement with Unison of 2.5% is a fair settlement in order that we 

retain our skilled and dedicated staff.  It is also noted that extra pressure 

has been put on our gross expenditure by the increase in employer 

pension contributions, and we support the front loading of making up of 

the deficit.

This is the first year of a new Council term with a markedly different 

political makeup and we are all having to learn our respective roles.  We 

all want to make the Borough a better place to live in for all our 

residents.  As an Opposition group we are seeing things which we need 

to question and scrutinize and there are times when we feel completely 

shut out of the decision-making process.  For example, the Local Plan 

working party.

We recognize the strong financial position that we currently find 

ourselves in because of commercial property investments.  However, we 
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are not in favour of any further extension of the portfolio.  The National 

Audit Office has cautioned against dependence on commercial property 

income to support services.  The NAO goes on to point out that “there 

are inherent potential risks associated with the acquisition of commercial 

property.” 

The Leader has told us that we need “to prepare for potentially very 

significant funding reductions” from next year.  For this reason, we 

believe that the Spelthorne element of the Council tax should be 

increased by the maximum allowed of 2%.  This would cost a Band D 

householder an additional £1.26 per year and increase income by 

£50,000.  Failure to do so is an unnecessary political gesture.

Turning to the Capital programme, we are not confident of plans for 

future development.  The Council has already wasted hundreds of 

thousands of pounds on aborted projects at Northumberland Close and 

the Staines Leisure Centre.  Large sums are included in the capital 

estimates for undefined projects, for example, £20 million described only 

as investment acquisitions.

We welcome the strategic commitment to increasing affordable housing 

within developments.  However, over the past few years we have fallen 

far short of our aspirations and have much ground to make up.  It is 
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disappointing to note that the application by Spelthorne Borough Council 

at Victory Place for 115 houses includes only 6 affordable units.

We generally support the cost savings identified and the opportunities 

for generating new income streams but the level of detail available does 

not enable us to analyse these closely.  We have concerns over some of 

the elements of the growth bids associated with Asset Management 

Consultants and agency staff.  We would like to see the commercial and 

building parts of the budget separated out so that the costs are 

transparent.

We note and endorse the continuation of grants and other supports to 

local charities.  We also welcome the funding of initiatives for facilities for 

our younger residents.  We recognize that this is only possible to make 

these choices as we are solvent as a Council.  Looking forward we must 

make the best possible choices for our community and this should be 

done in a transparent way involving all stakeholders.

The Opposition parties were only able to view the predicted figures of 

this budget 48 hours before this meeting and it is therefore an 

impossible task to construct an alternative budget.  If the Council 

adopted a Committee system instead of a Cabinet system, then all 

parties would have input and this situation would not arise.
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In conclusion, my group are unable to support this budget as there are 

too many areas of concern.

Thankyou Mister Deputy Mayor.   
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